


   

Thank you all for your continued support of Corporate 
Counsel Women of Color. As we look to a new year ahead, I 
would like to recap some remarkable things that took place 
in 2012 – our eighth year.  

Over $100,000 in Scholarship Money Awarded to Law  
Students:  CCWC commenced its first My Life As a Lawyer 
program for law students in 2005 at Spelman College. In 
2006, we provided 10 law students with scholarship mon-
ey to help them with their law student expenses. Year after 
year, we have helped students from around the country. I 
am proud to announce that as of this year, we have award-
ed over $100,000 in scholarship money!

CCWC General Counsel Training Boot Camp and  
MBA In-a-Day for Lawyers: The very first program 
launched at our Eighth Annual Conference. The program 
exceeded my expectations. Shortly after the program, I re-
ceived a note from a member that the program gave her 
the courage to apply for a general counsel position. I am 
pleased to report that she got the job! 

CCWC Mobile App: Our CCWC mobile app has been ac-
cepted by Apple and is now available in the Apple iTunes 
app store. Download it, try it out, and let me know your 
thoughts. Additional information on its features can be 
found in this magazine.
 
CCWC Merchandise: This year, we launched a line of 
products for the office and home. We sold numerous items 
at the Chicago conference. Please find product descriptions 
in this magazine.

The History Makers Award in the Field of Law: I would 
like to thank those of you who put my name forth for The 
History Makers Award in the field of law (www.thehistory-
makers.com). I am so honored! Thank you again for your 
support. 

I look forward to 2013 as we enter our ninth year of work in 
diversity in the law.

@LaurieNRobinson Laurie
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The CCWC and K&L Gates LLP Eighth Annual 
conference brought together a record-breaking 
660 attendees to the Chicago Marriott Downtown 
Magnificent Mile in the Windy City. 

The 2012 conference commenced with the inau-
gural CCWC General Counsel Training Boot Camp 
and MBA In-a-Day for Lawyers. Following the Boot 
Camp, attendees headed to Bloomingdale’s and 
Macy’s State Street store for shopping. The real 
fun got underway at the Kick-Off Reception on 
Wednesday, October 10, 2012 at Macy’s State 
Street Store in the Narcissus room. Attendees 
were greeted by Dineen Garcia (Vice President 
of Diversity Strategies, Macy’s) and Ann Munson 
Steines (Senior Vice President, Deputy General 
Counsel and Assistant Secretary, Macy’s) and 
Laurie N. Robinson (Founder and CEO, Corpo-
rate Counsel Women of Color). 

On Thursday, October 11, 2012, CCWC’s very first C-Suite Exchange brought together executives from the C-Suite: Judy 
A. Smith (Crisis Management Expert and President, Smith and Co.), Samuel R. Allen (Chairman and CEO, Deere and Com-
pany), Andrea L. Zopp (President and CEO, Chicago Urban League), Josie J. Thomas (Senior Vice President and Chief 
Diversity Officer, CBS Corporation), Kirt A. Walker (President and Chief Operating Officer, Nationwide Financial) and Patricia 
R. Hatler (Executive Vice President and Chief Legal and Government Officer, Nationwide) shared insights with attendees on 
how to add value in their companies. 

Alfreda Bradley-Coar (Senior Executive and General Counsel, GE Healthcare, Americas) was awarded the CCWC Diamond 
Award of Excellence. Fashion expert B. Michael presented his new collection line -- b michael America Red -- which dazzled 
the crowd. He was joined onstage by his friend, acclaimed actress Cicely Tyson. The day ended with a delicious dinner 
sponsored by Nationwide Insurance at Catina Laredo Gourmet Mexican Restaurant.

On Friday, October 12, 2012, the morning started with a thought provoking panel on how women of color of diverse back-
grounds can help one another in their career development. That was followed by a discussion with Laurel J. Richie (Pres-
ident, WNBA) and motivational presentations by Trudy Bourgeois (CEO, The Center for Workforce Excellence), Marshawn 
Evans (Founder, ME Unlimited) and Valorie Burton (Author, “Successful Women Think Differently”). 

Friday afternoon was packed with activi-
ties. A group of forty volunteers participated 
in CCWC’s signature My Life As a Lawyer 
event where they met with students at the 
South Side’s Young Women’s Leadership 
Charter School. Over 60 senior executives 
gathered for the Special Luncheon for those 
in the role of general counsel, deputy gener-
al counsel, chief of staff, corporate secretary 
and chief compliance officer. Hundreds of 
other attendees enjoyed the Chicago Cup-
cake Tour, Architectural Boat Tour, and Mu-
seum Lovers’ tour which included visits to 
the Museum of Contemporary Art and the 
Art Institute of Chicago, and shopping. The 
conference ended with movie night, bowling 
at Lucky Strike and a celebration dinner at III  
Forks Restaurant.

    

Conference Sum & Substance

Josie J. Thomas (center), Senior Vice President and Chief Diversity Officer of CBS Corporation 
presents in the C-Suite Exchange

Cicely Tyson and B. Michael (center) attend the Eighth Annual Career Strategies Conference







Congratulations!

Our 2012 Diversity Award Winners

On Thursday, October 11, 2012 at  
the Chicago Marriott Downtown  
Magnificent Mile, CCWC awarded its 
2012 Diversity Award of Excellence 
and Individual Star Awards to:

• Hughes Hubbard and Reed LLP

• Joi Thomas 
      
• Wanda Young Wilson 

• AT&T

Honorees were recognized for being 
change agents and for outstand-
ing and significant efforts to further  
diversity in their jobs and in the legal 
profession.

Photo from left to right: Beatrice A. Hamza Bassey (Partner, Hughes Hubbard and Reed 
LLP), Joi Thomas (Associate, Holland & Knight LLP), Wanda Young Wilson (Executive  

Vice President and General Counsel, Tennessee Education Lottery Corporation),  
and Veronica Davis (General Attorney, AT&T).

Over $100,000 In Scholarships Awarded To Law Students

   

CCWC has awarded scholarship money to law students since 2006. In 2012, CCWC awarded $19,000 in scholar-
ships to law students around the country, bringing the grand total to over $100,000 in awards over the past six years. 
At the Eighth Annual Conference in Chicago, CCWC members raised $5,200 to go towards 2013 scholarships. This 
money will continue to help law students purchase books and address their basic needs during the school year.  
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The New CCWC Mobile App

FEATURES

LAURIE’S 
MICROBLOG

What is Laurie up to? 
Find out by reading and 

keeping up with her weekly 
microblog and tweets.

CCWC LIVE  
BLOG TALK

Download and listen 
to past shows at your 
convenience. Available 

ON DEMAND.   

EVENTS
The CCWC Events  

tab enables you to save 
and add events to  

your calendar.

JOB BOARD
The CCWC Job Board 

enables you to review new 
jobs each week by state.  

NEWS
What’s hot at CCWC? 
Read press releases 
and get organization  

information here.

 MERCHANDISE
CCWC’s Elegance,  

Style and Classic Collec-
tion line is perfect for the  
home and office. Items  

are available now online.

The CCWC® Mobile App is now available 
in the Apple iTunes App Store.

Download it today!

www.ccwomenofcolor.org

NEW
PRODUCT
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Macy’s Kicked Off the CCWC and  K&L Gates LLP 

Eighth Annual Career Strategies Conference on 

Wednesday, October 10, 2012 at its 

State Street Store in Chicago, Illinois.

KICK-OFF RECEPTION



   

KICK-OFF RECEPTION



   
General Counsel Training Boot Camp and 

MBA In-a-Day For Lawyers

Corporate Presenters: Calvina Bostick (Associate, K&L Gates LLP) and 
David W. Bernstein (Partner, K&L Gates LLP)

Labor and Employment Law Presenters: Barbara L. Johnson (Partner, Paul 
Hastings LLP), Dionysia Johnson-Massie (Partner, Littler Mendelson P.C.), and 

Grace E. Speights (Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP)

Accounting and Financial Statement Presenters from Deloitte Financial Advisory 
Services LLP:  Janae Daley-Henry, Michele Cross, and Tamika Tremaglio  

Class Action Litigation Presenter: Cari K. Dawson (Partner, Alston + Bird LLP)  

Intellectual Property Presenters:  Christina L. Martini (Partner, DLA Piper LLP) 
and David A. Wheeler (Partner, Greenberg Traurig LLP)

Chicago, IL – On October 10, 2012, over 450 of the  
legal profession’s top minds participated in CCWC’s  
inaugural General Counsel Training Boot Camp and 
MBA In-a-Day for Lawyers. The intense eight hour pro-
gram provided a soup to nuts overview of a merger and 
acquisition deal. Through the use of hypotheticals and 
the review of financial statements, attendees expand-
ed their portfolio of knowledge in the following practice 
areas: corporations, labor and employment, intellectual 
property, litigation, class actions, and accounting fun-
damentals. “The program is empowering,” said Laurie 
N. Robinson, Founder and CEO of Corporate Counsel 
Women of Color. “At the end of the day, the program 
showed these diverse women of color attorneys that 
they can do it. We gave them the tools to learn more  ... 
and they know they are ready for the next level in their 
careers.” CCWC will offer Part II of the program at the 
Ninth Annual in 2013 and will provide two tracks for 
learning: intermediate and advanced.





Conference Panels and Speakers

Election 2012: 
The Views, The Issues and What 

They Mean for You
Leslie Sanchez (Political Analyst) and 

Judge Stephen Robinson (Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP)

The President’s Club – 
Her Story, Know Her Journey and Learn 

Pearls of Wisdom for Success
Judy A. Smith (Smith and Co.) and 

Debra Langford (Media Executive and Consultant)  

Perspectives: COO and CLO Share Ways 
Lawyers Can Contribute to the 

Company’s Bottom Line
Kirt A. Walker (Nationwide Financial) and

Patricia R. Hatler (Nationwide)

Working Abroad: 
The U.K. Experience – Lawyering Outside 

of the United States
  Sandra Okoro (Baring Asset Management Limited) and 

Pallavi Mehta Wahi (K&L Gates LLP)  

   

A CEO’s Perspective on Ways 
the Law Department Can Advance 
the Objectives of the Corporation 
Deere & Company: Samuel R. Allen (CEO) and  

Kimberly King (Senior Counsel)   
   

      Speaker and 
Diamond Award Honoree

Alfreda Bradley-Coar
GE Healthcare, Americas



Conference Panels and Speakers

Harnessing Your Skills and Talents to Impact the 
World Around You Through Philanthropy

Andrea L. Zopp (Chicago Urban League) and 
Judge Stephen Robinson 

(Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP)

General Counsel Roundtable – 
2012 Hot Topics and Trends  

A.B. Cruz III (Scripps Networks Interactive Inc.), Melanie Montenegro 
(Spanish Broadcasting System, Inc.), Juliette Pryor (US Foods), 

Pallavi Mehta Wahi (K&L Gates LLP), J. Weili Cheng (The Ritz-Carlton), and 
Tina K. Diamantopoulos (U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission)    

Unconscious Bias: 
The Next Frontier

Tyree P. Jones (Reed Smith LLP), April Savoy (Nationwide Insurance), 
Arin Reeves (Nextions), Howie Schaffer (Cook Ross Inc.), and 

Angela Vallot (VallotKarp Consulting)      

How Women of Color From Diverse Backgrounds 
Can Help One Another in Career Advancement 

Lata Setty (UnitedLex), Lucy Lopez (McKinsey & Company), 
Pamela Samuels Young (Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. Inc.),  Mei-lan Stark 

(Fox Entertainment Group), Nikki Lewis Simmon (Greenberg Traurig LLP), 
and Debra Langford (Media Executive and Consultant)   

   

Become the Architect 
of Your Career

Trudy Bourgeois
The Center for 

Workforce Excellence

Reclaim Your Career So 
You Can Reclaim Your Life

Valorie Burton
Motivational Speaker

Reinvent You!
Marshawn Evans 

Motivational Speaker

The President’s Club – Her Story, 
Know Her Journey and Learn 
Pearls of Wisdom for Success

Laurel J. Richie (WNBA)



conference highlights



   

Conference Highlights







Wemake a living by what we get.

We make a life by what we give.”

—Winston Churchill

“

Pfizer is Proud
to Support Corporate
Counsel Women of Color.
In a time of rapid change for our company and for our industry, we believe that the
unique perspective of each Pfizer employee is vital. Why? Because the tough health care
challenges people are facing today call for new, different, and diverse ways of thinking.
That’s why we’re implementing a global strategy to ensure Pfizer’s culture not only re-
spects but also leverages each individual employee’s background, character, and life ex-
periences. We’re putting those unique perspectives to work to find new, innovative
solutions for patients, and better ways of working with our customers, our partners, and
the communities we serve. At Pfizer, we believe diversity means an inclusive and empow-
ering work environment. The result? A happier, healthier tomorrow for us all.





Get more done with tablet 
mobility and PC power, 
all in a single device. 

The tablet just 
got a promotion. 

windows.com/business

















Copyright © 2012 Holland & Knight LLP All Rights Reserved

131 South Dearborn Street, 30th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60603

Congratulations to Joi Thomas on being honored  

with the Corporate Counsel Women of Color  

Individual Star Diversity Award of Excellence.

The law firm of Holland & Knight and Minority Legal  

Education Resources, Inc. commend her dedication to  

promoting diversity in the workplace and legal profession.
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Diversity
is in our DNA.

1916

Today...

1969

1999

Founder Charles Evans Hughes campaigned 
vigorously for women’s suffrage in his near 

victory over Woodrow Wilson.

Hughes Hubbard wins second consecutive Corporate Counsel Women of Color Diversity 

Award of Excellence. Also ranked #1 on The American Lawyer’s A-List of the “best of  

the all-around best” law firms in the U.S. for a second consecutive year.

Elected the first female black partner 
in a major Wall Street firm

Named the first woman to chair 
a major New York law firm

1942
“When your firm broke ranks with other ‘Wall Street’ firms 

in hiring your first female associate . . . .”
                                                                                     – Boris I. Bittker, Yale Law School
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Windows Phone is the smartphone reinvented around you. It’s the only phone with Live Tiles that bring 
information and updates right to the surface‚ so you stay closer to the people and things that matter. 

This is Gwen Stefani’s Windows Phone. Meet yours at windowsphone.com. 

Apps from the Windows Phone Store; availability may vary. Wi-Fi access or data connection required; carrier fees apply.

Meet Gwen‚
music and fashion lover.



A Special Thanks...

Chief Executive Officer
The Center for Workforce 

Excellence

Trudy Bourgeois

President
Nextions

Dr. Arin N. Reeves

Motivational Presentation
Reinvent You! 

Marshawn Evans

Vice President and 
Associate General Counsel 

Nationwide Insurance

April Savoy
Certified Personal and 

Executive Coach and Founder 
The Coaching and Positive 

Psychology

Valorie Burton

Senior Vice President and 
Chief Diversity Officer

CBS Corporation  

Josie J. Thomas

Senior Executive and 
General Counsel

GE Healthcare, Americas

Alfreda Bradley-Coar

Founder and President
Smith and Co.

Crisis Management Expert

Judy A. Smith

Political Analyst 
and 

Author

Leslie Sanchez

World Renowned 
Fashion Designer

B Michael

Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer

Deere & Company

Samuel R. Allen

President 
WNBA

Laurel J. Richie

President and 
 Chief Operating Officer

Nationwide Financial

Kirt A. Walker

President and CEO
Chicago Urban League

Andrea L. Zopp

Executive Vice President and 
Chief Legal Officer 

Nationwide

Patricia R. Hatler

Senior Vice President 
Intellectual Property 

Fox Entertainment Group 

Mei-lan Stark

EVP, General Counsel  and 
Chief Compliance Officer

US Foods

Juliette Pryor

Chief Legal Officer and 
Corporate Secretary

Scripps Networks Interactive Inc.

A.B. Cruz III

Partner
K&L Gates LLP

Pallavi Mehta Wahi

General Counsel 
Baring Asset Management Limited

Sandie Okoro



Partner, Vice Chair  
Chicago Intellectual Property 

Practice Group
DLA Piper LLP (US)

Christina L. Martini
Partner 

Chair of the Class Action 
Practice Team

Alston + Bird LLP

Cari K. Dawson

Partner 
Greenberg Traurig LLP

David A.Wheeler

Partner 
Corporate Group 
K&L Gates LLP

David W. Bernstein

Corporate  
Associate

K&L Gates LLP

Calvina Bostick

Partner 
Employment Law Department

Paul Hastings LLP

Barbara L. Johnson
Principal

Deloitte Financial 
Advisory Services LLP

Tamika Tremaglio
Board Member / Shareholder 

Atlanta Office 
Labor & Employment Firm

LIttler Mendelson P.C.

Dionysia Johnson-Massie
Managing Partner 

Washington D.C. Office 
Partner, Labor & Employment 

Practice
Morgan, Lewis & Bockus LLP

Grace E. Speights
Media Executive 
and Consultant 

Debra Langford

Co-Founder
VallotKarp Consulting

Angela Vallot

Vice President
Cook Ross Inc.

Howie Schaffer
Deputy General Counsel and 

Corporate Secretary
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company L.L.C.

J. Weili Cheng

Regional Director 
Chicago Regional Office 

Securities and 
Exchange Commission 

Merri Jo Gillette
Executive Vice President and 

General Counsel
Spanish Broadcasting System, Inc. 

Melanie Montenegro

Managing Counsel
Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. 

Inc., US Foods

Pamela S. Young

Deputy General Counsel
McKinsey & Company 

Lucy Lopez

Chief Intellectual Property 
Officer

UnitedLex

Setty Lata

Partner
Greenberg Traurig LLP

Nikki Lewis Simon

Partner 
Reed Smith LLP 

Tyree P. Jones 

To All Our Presenters

Judge Stephen Robinson 

   Partner 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP




